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[image: image1.emf]                                                 MINUTES OF KIRKLAND 
                                                PARISH COUNCIL MEETING                                                                            
                             28th July, 2022, At 7.30pm
                          Held at
                              Kirkland and Catterall Memorial Hall 
                                                     The Avenue, Churchtown.
Present; 
Kirkland Parish Council:
Mrs. M. McLeod, Chairman,
Mrs. I. Cutler,
Mrs. K. Davies,




Angela Nicholls, Clerk to the Parish Council 
1371. Apologies for Absence
Cllr. A Walmsley sent her apologises
1372. Declaration of Interests 
Councillors were asked to disclose any interests on matters to be considered at this meeting and reminded to update changes in their interests within 28 days. No interests were declared.
1373.  Minutes of the previous meeting
Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 17th May 2022, being previously circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
1374.  Public time
Standing Orders were suspended to allow guests to speak 
The clerk had received no public requests to join the meeting. 
1375. Pension Scheme 
It was discussed and resolved Cllr. Mcleod and Cutler would seek advice from LALC
1376.Planning Applications 
Re:-PP-11286916  Rydal 23 Ainspool Lane  
Certificate of lawful development for the proposed erection of a detached domestic garage 
Resolved:  The Parish Council has no objections to this planning application.
1377. Trustee to St Helen’s Charity Trust
Resolved: Cllr. Davies be nominated as the Trustee for another four years
1378. Parking issues outside St Helen’s school now that yellow lines are in place.
Inconsiderate and dangerous parking is increasingly causing problems around St Helen’s School , putting the safety of children and others at risk. Cars parking inconsiderately or on yellow lines cause visibility issues for pedestrians of all ages who are crossing the road to get to and from school. 
In addition parking  is also blocking access to emergency vehicles needing to enter the village
It is dangerous, selfish and illegal to drop off and collect children on the Yellow Zig Zag road markings.  Blocking this area even momentarily causes a hazard for pedestrians on both sides of the road. 
The Clerk was asked to write to Lancashire County Council to raise concerns and copy in Cllr’s Turner, Cartridge and Catterall. The Parish Council request a traffic warden outside the school  for at least one week during term time at the start and end of the School day to enforce parking regulations.
1379.  Defibrillator
It was discussed and resolved the Parish Council will replace the battery in defibrillator when one is needed
1380.  Bench outside St Helen’s Churchtown
It was agreed the Clerk would obtain quotes for a black metal bench memorial  with Lest we Forget  
1381. Queen’s Jubilee
It was discussed and resolved. Cllr. Davies will get quotes for a suitable planter to be placed at the entrance to the Village Hall
1382. Finance 
Bank reconciliation to 30th June, 2022
Accounts, bank reconciliation, internal scrutiny reports to 30th June, 2022
Hard copies delivered; Councillors are asked to scrutinise these documents? 
Receipts since the last meeting: 
Councillors are asked to consider the following payments; 
Please note payments for the Churchtown Flood Group and Churchtown in Bloom are from funding and not Kirkland Parish Council, who administers these funds. 
Receipts since the last meeting:
	10 May 2022
	Wyre Lottery
	£20.00

	31 May 2022
	Bank Interest
	£0.82

	14 June 2022
	Wyre Lottery
	£25.00

	30 June 2022
	Bank Interest
	£0.77


Standing Orders and Direct Debits 
Easy Web Sites August £ 27.60 
Staff Costs £ 256.33
Payment made by Bank Transfer 
	19th May 2022
	Towers and Gornall 
	194.40

	19th May 2022
	Towers and Gornall 
	-45.00

	19th May 2022
	Kirkland Memorial Hall Grass cutting donation
	1,000.00

	19th May 2022
	The Churchtown Children's Whit Festival 
	500.00

	19th May 2022
	St Helens’ Church upkeep grounds
	150.00

	31 May 2022
	A Nicholls May 2022 wage/ working home
	256.33

	01 June 2022
	Easy Web
	27.60

	14 June 2022
	Laburnum Nurseries
	775.92

	14 June 2022
	J Robs 
	576.00

	30 June 2022
	A Nicholls June 2022 wage/ working home
	256.33


Payments to be made by Bank Transfer 13th July  2022
Parish Clerks expenses £12.82
It was agreed the Clerk should purchase a new Canon G3560 at a cost of £175 before the next meeting and receive immediate reimbursement.
1383. Verbal Reports for information 
Report from the representative on Kirkland Memorial Hall 
To accommodate the Memorial Hall it was agreed to change the Bi Monthly meetings from the second Tuesday to the second Monday 
Report from the representative on The School House Trust 
Ofsted made “how children are taught to read” a priority for inspections in schools. Under the new EIF, all “infant, junior, primary and lower-middle schools” will undergo a reading 'deep dive. ' This is mandatory and includes phonics. The School was unable to raise £5300 at short notice so the Trust agreed to fund it. 
Wyre Area Lancashire Association of Local Councils 
A constant concern from the many local councils represented was the non co-operation of Highways in any of the safety problems on our narrow country lanes. This was addressed by the Vice Chairman of the Lancashire Road Safety partnership who said there would a closer working relationship in the future
Churchtown in Bloom
Judging will take place Tuesday 2nd August 2022 when the cafe in the Church room will be open 11:30- 1:30.
The intense heat has been a real challenge this year and its through the hard work of the volunteers the village will be ready for the judges
Parish Lengthsman 
An action plan will be put in place for work over the winter period. In January 2023 the work will be put out to tender to ensure the Parish Council is still receiving value for money.
Churchtown Flood Action Group






Report to Parish Council
EA Flood and Coastal Top Award
The big news is that the CFLAG came away with the top award in the Community Partnership Category of the Environment Agency’s Flood and Coast Annual Conference held at Telford on 8 June 2022.  Our entry was put together by Siriol Hogg with assistance from Tom Myerscough, the General Manager of Wyre Rivers Trust and Roger Weatherell, the CFLAG Chairman. Our entry was one of over 200 community organisations entries for the competition this year, and so adds to the prestige of the CFLAG already gained by the earlier Award received at the EA’s 2018 Flood and Coast Event. 
Siriol and Robert Hogg attended the award announcements at the Conference Dinner, and Siriol collected the award on behalf of the CFLAG. Carl Green, the Director of Engineering at Wyre Borough Council was also present and kindly carried the award back to present it at the last Flood Forum on 16 June 2022 to Roger Weatherell and John Bracken. The Award is simply a short piece of polished wood showing the category and confirming Churchtown taking First Place. It is now held by John Bracken and at the next CFLAG meeting at the Horn’s Inn, we may ask for it to be displayed in the glass cabinet in the bar for all to see, along with the 2018 award again.
Ainspool Lane Hotspot
CFLAG has now identified the source of the nuisance flooding that occurs at the end of Ainspool Lane next to the A586. This is surface water from the Nook Lane catchment area and also the western part of the Avenue, that all passes through Green Wood, a natural storage basin, which drains out under the A586 via manholes at either side of the highway in front of the Kirkland Hall Gate.
The proposed solution is simply to install a penstock (an up and down sliding gate) over the end of the pipe as it enters the manhole on the southern (or Churchtown) side of the A586. Normally the gate will be in the ‘up’ position to allow flow as usual to the Ainspool Brook. Only when the water level in the Ainspool Brook is rising towards a pre-determined level (that of the A586 gully grate next to Ainspool Lane), Flood Wardens will manually wind the gate down so that further surface water will then be temporarily held in the Green Wood.  When the Ainspool water level falls below the critical level, the Wardens will gradually raise the gate to gradually drain the Green Wood as normal.
All this is possible because the volume of water that would end up in the low spot of Ainspool Lane will be held in Green Wood, adding only around 100mm (or 4 inches) to the considerable surface area of the Green wood natural flood basin. As well as removing the frequent threat to houses in Ainspool Lane, it should eliminate the need for pumping that has been done by WBC or the Fire and Rescue Service on each nuisance flooding event. 
Status of this solution is that CFLAG has proposed the penstock details and an estimated cost of £3,000 if our local contractor FloodSafe Projects Ltd was to install it, LCC are putting this in their budget for the present financial year, and site meetings are imminent to finalise the details and hopefully LCC will make the installation during the dry summer. Alternatively, if LCC gave us permission, the CFLAG could request the PC to hire the contractor, CFLAG would oversee the work and payment could be out of CFLAG funds held by the PC (£5,000 available). In any case, we would train four flood wardens to read the Ainspool water levels and operate the penstock manually, though only two would be needed at any one time.
Ainspool Field Hotspot
Whenever the Ainspool water is high, surface water often rises up in the field to the east of the brook. Recent observations have focused on one spot which may be a sand lens or an old culvert or drain that facilitates the underground flow of water from Brook to field. The flood embankment that encloses the Ainspool Brook is an Environment Agency asset and so further monitoring will be carried out by Flood Wardens to gain more evidence to submit to the EA with a proposal to cure this problem. In the worst cases, surface water affects horses and stables as well as the gardens and houses on the west side of Ainspool Lane.
Avenue Hotspot
WBC have agreed to a second investigation of the pipe systems leading from the bungalows at the end of the Avenue to the river behind the Memorial Hall. A site visit is being arranged shortly. The first attempt was done in heavy rain last December when the river was too high to access the outfall into the river. With this information, CFLAG will then know what pipes exist and where repairs or replacements are needed, and whose responsibility it is to do this work. 
Smithy Lane Hotspot
At the same visit as the Avenue pipe investigations, CFLAG plans to check how surface water arriving in Smithy Lane is designed to outfall into the river. It seems there are two systems and both are currently blocked or broken. The problem is made worse by blockages in the pipes and gullies on the A6 that cannot take much surface water in heavy rain, some of which finds its way to the low spot in Smithy Lane, so these A6 blockages need investigation as well.
Flood Warden System
Following the building of the Kirkland Bund, the need for Flood Wardens to give advance warning of total flooding to residents of Churchtown has been virtually eliminated. The emphasis now is dealing with hotspots, monitoring and reporting gully blockages and in due course, operating the Ainspool Lane penstock at times of nuisance flooding. For this the Head Warden will call on only sufficient Wardens needed to contain any given situation, though the worst case, Flood Wardens could still be mobilised at short notice to give general advance warnings if needed.
1384. Agenda for next meeting 
The Clerk to bring quotes for a new black metal bench outside the Church
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm
The next meeting will be held on 12th September, 2022
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